
 
Curriculum Vitae  

Major General Jaap Willemse 
 
Major General Jaap Willemse graduated in 1979 from the Royal 
Military Academy, majoring in Business Economics. He received his 
flying training at Sheppard AFB, USA, and became an operational 
NF-5 pilot with the 316th Squadron at Gilze-Rijen Air Base and 314th 
Squadron at Eindhoven Air Base. 
 
Following his conversion to the F-104G in 1983 he was posted to 
Volkel Air Base. After converting to the F-16 in 1984 he became a 
weapons instructor and flight commander. From 1989 till 1992 he 
was stationed at Sheppard AFB, USA, as instructor pilot on the T-38. 

se, Italy, during Operation “Deny Flight”. 

 
After a tour in 1992 at the Fighter Branch at the RNLAF 

Headquarters, he was appointed commander of the 306th Reconnaissance Squadron and 
was involved in the deployment of the 306th as part of the Royal Netherlands Air Force 
detachment at Villafranca Air Ba
 
He attended the Advanced Staff Officers’ Course in 1995 at the Netherlands Defence 
College and was appointed as a faculty member, teaching Air Power. He subsequently 
became the course director of the Advanced Staff Officers’ Course. 
 
At the end of 1997, he was appointed commander of the 312th Fighter-Bomber Strike 
Squadron, and was tasked with the command of the combined Dutch/Belgium Deployable Air 
Task Force operating from Villafranca Air Base, Italy. During his command, the unit was 
joined by Norwegian and Danish F-16s for Operation “Determined Falcon”. 
 
As of August 1998 Major General Willemse was promoted to Colonel and appointed 
commanding officer at Leeuwarden Air Base and was responsible for the deployment of the 
Leeuwarden F-16-AM detachment for Operation “Allied Force”. 
 
In July 2001, he became Deputy Director of Material for Projects and Weapon systems at the 
RNLAF Headquarters, responsible for the major investment projects of the RNLAF (such as 
F-16 replacement) and the maintenance policy of all RNLAF systems. 
 
As of June 2004, he was appointed Deputy Commander of the Combined Air Operations 
Centre 2 Germany. From August 2005 till February 2006 he was deployed to Kabul, 
Afghanistan, as the Deputy Commander of the NATO led ISAF mission. 
 
In September 2006, he took up the position of Vice Chairman to the NATO Air Defence 
Committee and the NACMO Board of Directors, responsible for the oversight of NATO Air 
Defence Policy and the execution of the NATO Air Command and Control System program. 
 
As of July 2009, Major-General Willemse is assigned as Assistant Chief of Staff Command, 
Control, Communication, Intelligence (ACOS C4I) at Allied Command Transformation, 
Norfolk, VA, USA. 
 
Major General Willemse, call sign ‘Grey’, is a Command Pilot with a total of more than 2500 
flying hours on T-38, NF-5, F-104G and F-16AM aircraft. 
 
He is married to the former José van Dijk, a teacher, and they presently live in Virginia 
Beach, USA. They have two grown up children, a son Jaap jr. and a daughter Ellen. 


